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10.1 QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR CURLING TO THE CABINET 

MEMBER FOR PLANNING, HOUSING & GROWTH - COUNCILLOR TUCKWELL: 
 

In Hayes Town Ward, we have a number of large developments of mixed tenure, 
like, High Point Village and the Old Vinyl Factory, amongst others, where High and 
ever-increasing service charges can be crippling for leaseholders.  
 
Does the Cabinet Member agree with me that the Labour Government's delays in 
implementing the Leasehold and Freehold reform act 2024, is causing considerable 
pain for residents of Hillingdon, who have to suffer excessive service charges by 
their landlords, especially in the on-going cost of living crisis? 

 
10.2  QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR BANERJEE TO THE CABINET 

MEMBER FOR PLANNING, HOUSING & GROWTH - COUNCILLOR TUCKWELL: 
 
Can the Cabinet member please provide a summary of how the Council has 
undertaken gritting of roads within the Borough during the recent cold weather? 

 
10.3 QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR MATHERS TO THE LEADER OF 

THE COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR EDWARDS: 
 

The Council’s Chief Finance Officer confirmed at the Corporate Infrastructure and 
Finance Select Committee on 6 January 2026 that accepting Exceptional Financial 
Support will cost residents around £10 million every year. 
 
Why has the Leader of the Council failed to make this clear in the budget 
consultation, and does he accept that residents have been denied full and honest 
disclosure about the true cost and long-term consequences of this Exceptional 
Financial Support bid? 

 
10.4  QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR DAVIES TO THE CABINET 

MEMBER FOR COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT - COUNCILLOR BRIDGES: 
 

Could the Cabinet member please set out any measures being introduced to assist 
residents with the disposal of larger household items that do not fall within the 
scope of standard waste collection services? 

 
10.5  QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR BURROWS TO THE CABINET 

MEMBER FOR COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT - COUNCILLOR BRIDGES: 
 

Could the Cabinet member please provide an update on the current status and 
future plans for the borough’s archives and museum? 

 
10.6 QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR MARTIN TO THE CABINET 

MEMBER FOR PLANNING, HOUSING & GROWTH - COUNCILLOR TUCKWELL: 
 

Can the Cabinet Member please update Council on the recent article in the Evening 
Standard that Hillingdon Council are focusing on prioritising Hillingdon residents for 
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housing, ahead of prioritising asylum seekers, which is a choice being made by 
other London Boroughs. 

 
10.7  QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR BENNETT TO THE CABINET 

MEMBER FOR COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT - COUNCILLOR BRIDGES: 
 

Could the Cabinet member please advise on the progress being made in rolling out 
food waste collection services to residents living in flats and apartments? 

 
10.8  QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR AHMAD-WALLANA TO THE 

CABINET MEMBER FOR COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT - COUNCILLOR 
BRIDGES: 

 
With the opening of the new Platinum Jubilee Leisure Centre imminent, could the 
Cabinet member please outline any plans to promote its use and, in doing so, 
support local residents in leading healthy lifestyles? 

 
10.9 QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR SWEETING TO THE LEADER OF 

THE COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR EDWARDS: 
 

In his ‘Happy New Year’ message in the January edition of Hillingdon People, the 
Leader of the Council claimed that £40 million is being withheld from Hillingdon 
Council, implying that the Labour Government is deliberately denying him funding. 
 
It has long been clear that this is a three-year settlement, and it is up to this Council 
to operate within its financial capacity. Yet Conservative decisions - chronic 
overspending, missed savings targets, and exhausted reserves have left the 
Council in its current precarious position. 
 
Why has the Leader of this Council failed to acknowledge that Hillingdon has gained 
substantially from the Labour Government's Fair Funding Settlement, as set out in 
the Cabinet Report of 23rd December 2025, and has instead chosen to mislead 
residents about where the blame lies. 
 

10.10  QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR DHOT TO THE CABINET MEMBER 
FOR COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT - COUNCILLOR BRIDGES: 

 
Can the Cabinet member please share an update on the new pothole technology 
repair machine that has been invested in by the Council, and how it has been used 
to date? 

 
10.11  QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR BURLES TO THE CABINET 

MEMBER FOR CORPORATE SERVICES AND PROPERTY – COUNCILLOR 
BIANCO: 
 
Could the Cabinet member please inform this Council of the total amount of unpaid 
debt on commercial leases of Council owned assets, and explain what robust 
measures are in place to ensure that these debts are not only pursued but actually 
collected, so that public assets are not left generating losses due to ineffective debt 
recovery ? 
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10.12 QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR PUNJA TO THE LEADER OF THE 
COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR EDWARDS: 

 
The Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy—CIPFA—has now 
been asked by MHCLG to assess the in-principle decision to pursue Exceptional 
Financial Support. 
 
That is somewhat ironic, given that Councillor Edwards previously chose to award a 
single-tender contract to Grant Thornton, instead of CIPFA, to deliver this Council’s 
Financial Modernisation Programme which has now cost around £1.7million and 
failed to deliver on time and to budget. 
 
At the July Cabinet meeting, the Leader went further, proudly stating that this 
Conservative administration had uncovered £14.1million of accounting errors dating 
back to 2014 and therefore did not require independent scrutiny. 
 
Does the Leader of Council now accept the need for independent scrutiny from 
CIPFA, or was the reason that CIPFA were not appointed in the first place because 
he has something to fear from it? 

 
10.13 QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR GARELICK TO THE CABINET 

MEMBER FOR FINANCE AND TRANSFORMATION - COUNCILLOR LAVERY: 
 
The Cabinet Member for Finance and Transformation has publicly admitted - via a 
post on the Ruislip Facebook page - that the proposed parking charges for Ruislip 
Lido were wrong in the 2026/27 draft budget currently out for public consultation. 
 
Given that this draft budget was delivered late and already contains acknowledged 
errors, can the Cabinet Member for Finance and Transformation tell this Council 
what confidence residents should have in the accuracy of the remainder of the 
budget, and what other mistakes they now expect to emerge before it is finalised? 
 

10.14 QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR KAUR TO THE CABINET MEMBER 
FOR FINANCE AND TRANSFORMATION - COUNCILLOR LAVERY: 
 
As the 25/26 budget was based on using Capital Transformation to achieve a target 
of £34million in-year savings, can the Cabinet member please tell this Council what 
percentage of the £34million saving target was achieved by Capital Transformation 
and what was achieved by the Managed Vacancy Factor? 
 

10.15 QUESTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR MAND TO THE LEADER OF THE 
COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR EDWARDS: 

 
The Council’s borrowing has exploded from £349million at 31 March 2024 to 
£518million by 31 March 2025. The December 2025 budget report (paragraph 
11.12) confirms that a further £267million of borrowing is required to fund the 
General Fund Capital Programme, on top of the anticipated £150 million of 
Exceptional Financial Support borrowing simply to pay for day-to-day spending until 
March 2027. 
 
Taken together, this administration is driving the Council towards £1billion of debt 
yet still cannot produce a legally balanced budget. The Leader has been forced to 
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go cap in hand to the Labour Government for Exceptional Financial Support, not for 
investment or regeneration, but purely to stop the Chief Finance Officer issuing a 
Section 114 bankruptcy notice. 
 
When Thurrock Council collapsed into effective bankruptcy, its debt had only just 
breached £1 billion. 
 
Given the strikingly similar debt levels, reliance on borrowing to fund revenue 
spending, and the need for emergency Government support, will the Leader of the 
Council explain what concrete action he as Leader of this Council is taking to 
prevent a Section 114 notice? 


